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correspondence. With all the other branches of the Catholic Church in the West Gregory was brought into contact in the course of his pontificate; with the Church in Ireland and Britain alone he held no communication. Nevertheless, the Irish legends would make out that Coluniba's work, and even Columba himself, was known to Gregory. One of them relates that "at a time when ColumkiHe was in Hy, without any attendant but Baithene only, it was revealed to him that guests had arrived, namely, seven of Gregory's people, who had come to him from Home with gifts, to wit, the Great Gem of Columkille (which is a cross at the present day), and the Hymns of the Week, that is a book with hymns for each night of the week, and other gifts."1 Another story tells that when King Brandubh was killed, the demons carried off his soul into> the air. "And they passed over Hy, and Columkille heard them while he was writing, and he stuck the style into his cloak, and went to the battle in defence of Brandubh's soul. And the battle "passed over Rome, and the style fell out of* Columkille's cloak and dropped in front of Gregory, who took it up in his hand. Columkille followed the soul of Brandubh to heaven. When he reached it the congregation of heaven were at celebration, namely, ' Te decet hymnus,' and l Benedic anima mea/ and ' Laudate pueri Dominum'; and this is the beginning of the celebration of heaven. And they brought Brandubh's soul back to his body again. Columkille tarried with Gregory, and brought away Gregory's brooch with him, and it is the hereditary brooch of the coarb of Columkille to this day. And he left his style with Gregory."2 Wildly fanciful though these stories may be, they are interesting as illustrating the tendency of later times to connect all the prominent saints of this period in some way or other with the great Pope Gregory.
With the baptism of Ethelbert ends the first act of the conversion of the English. So far the Eoman mission had been an unqualified success. All Kent was in a fair way to become Christian, and there was hope that, by means of the " imperium " wielded by Ethelbert, the new religion would spread yet further among the neighbouring kingdoms. With this prospect before him, Augustine deemed it advisable to act without delay on the 1 Beeves Adamnan p. 318.                           ' Ibid. p. 205, note.